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RICHARD C. HENRY TO RICHARD P. FEYNMAN, DECEMBER 2, 1982 
 
Dear Professor Feynman: 
I am an astronomer located in a Physics department, and experiencing ever increasing joy at 

teaching physics (as opposed to astronomy).  Some of that joy expressed itself in an article for 
“The Physics Teacher” (copy enclosed); if you have time to read it and have any corrective 
comments, I would be very glad. 

The reason I write to you is that I vacationed in Florida over Thanksgiving, and for light 
reading had Eddington’s The Mathematical Theory of Relativity.  He puts words to equations 
extraordinarily well; almost as well as the Feynman Lectures.  But even he is not able to verbally 
discuss, and does not try to mathematically discuss, a fascinating question:  what would it be 
“like” to inhabit a world with 3 space dimensions and two time dimensions (see enclosure from 
Eddington’s book)? 

This was a question I asked myself in grad school, and that I once asked Charlie Misner at a 
party; I’ve never gotten an answer.  At first I asked myself whether there might not be two time 
dimensions, and that’s where the quantum-mechanical funny business comes from!  More lately 
I think the answer might be much duller:  identical clocks running at different rates, and 
changing rates if they collide. 

If the answer is interesting, would it make a good article (for you to write!) for the Physics 
Teacher?  Just a suggestion! 

Thanks for your attention. 
Sincerely, 
Richard C. Henry 
Professor of Physics 
 
P.S. I am not making the Editors of the Physics Teacher aware of this letter, so no 

disappointment is possible. 
 

RICHARD P. FEYNMAN TO RICHARD C. HENRY, JANUARY 7, 1982 
 
This response to Dr. Henry is perhaps the only letter that hints at the unique relationship 

between my father and my brother.  While always close, during Carl’s teenage years they 
became collaborators.  They went for long walks together, discussing highly technical ideas (I 
know, for I sometimes tagged along and regretted it). 

Richard’s renewed interest in computers was sparked by Carl’s passion, and the two kept a 
notebook together of computer problems and solutions they had tried.  When Carl was at MIT, 
he sent home handouts from his computing courses for Richard to read.  In the Caltech Archives, 
there is a long, completely technical letter about algorithms from Richard to Carl during this 
time.  At the end of the typed letter, Richard wrote in his own hand, “TO BE CONTINUED.  
Love, POPPA FEYNMAN.”  It was one of the deep joys in our father’s life to have a son like 
Carl, who spoke his language.  To say he was proud of Carl would be an understatement. 

 
Professor Richard C. Henry 
Department of Physics 
The Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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Dear Professor Henry: 
 
My son Carl Feynman and I discussed the case of two time dimensions and two space 

dimensions for a few days at our beach house in Mexico.  It certainly is fun to think aobut.  He 
developed a way of geometrically visualizing things—involving something like a small two-
dimensional picture at each point of a plane that we found useful for kinematic considerations.  I 
forget exactly how it worked, and I don’t know if he pursued it any further.  If you want to ask 
him his address is below. 

 
Sincerely, 
Richard P. Feynman 
 
Professor Henry did not pursue this question with Carl.  
[Actually, I did write to Carl, but there was no response.] 


